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Definitions

• Data: raw material in many formats but is often numerical
• Information: data that have been recorded, classified, organized, 

interpreted within a framework so that meaning emerges
• Statistics: a common method of presenting information 

Statistics Canada, “Definitions” https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/edu/power-pouvoir/ch1/definitions/5214853-
eng.htm
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Why Statistics?

• Statistics help illustrate attributes of society at a moment in time and 
longitudinally 

• Statistics contribute to the truth and (re)conciliation process through 
(re)-education by seeking the facts and learning the truth



Terminology

• Indian is legal term used by federal gov’t (e.g. Indian Act, Treaty Indian)

• Aboriginal used by Statistics Canada to describe First Nations, Inuit & Métis

• Indigenous is widely used currently to describe First Nations, Inuit & Métis



Resources

• Government of Canada (Statistics Canada and LAC)

• First Nations Information Governance Centre (FNIGC)

• Aboriginal Healing Foundation (AHF)

• Others



Historical Censuses

• Introduction to Censuses of Canada, 1665-1871 

• 350 statistical tables on the social and economic conditions 
from numerous censuses of the earliest settlements to 1871.

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/98-187-x/4151278-eng.htm


Introduction to censuses of Canada, 1665 to 1871, vol. 4. p. xiv 
https://ia800602.us.archive.org/3/items/1871981871FV41873engfra/StatisticsCanada1871981871FV41873engfra.pdf
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Map of the hunting and fishing grounds occupied by the different tribes of the Aboriginal Population 
of Canada, Census of 1871 https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/98-187-x/4151278-eng.htm#part2
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More Historical Censuses

• Historical Statistics of Canada, 2nd edition (1867 – mid 1970s)

• 1,088 statistical tables on the social, economic and institutional 
conditions 

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/pub/11-516-x/3000140-eng.htm


Statistics Canada

• Turned 100 years in 2018

• Provides statistical information and analysis about Canada’s economy and 
society

• 4 indicators define Indigenous Peoples:
o ancestry/ethnic origin
o identity (First Nation, Inuit, Metis)
o member of a band/First Nation
o registered/Treaty Indian as defined by Indian Act



2016 Census 
Highlights

• 50% increase in declaring Indigenous ancestry

• 180,000 reported having Indigenous ancestry in SK (16% total population)

• Specific First Nations ancestry groups released for first time

• 977,000 First Nations, 587,000 Métis, 65,000 Inuit

https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/89-659-X


• Population very young and growing rapidly (5% of Canada)

• Average age 32.1 and almost 10 years younger than non-
Indigenous

• Grew by 42.5% between 2006 to 2016

• 228,765 spoke an Indigenous language at home



• Median income based on level of education much lower

• Large discrepancy for homes in need of major repair

• Children overrepresented among foster children in SK

• Adults overrepresented in correctional services

• Homicide rate 6X higher



• Median income based on level of education much lower

• Large discrepancy for homes in need of major repair

• Children overrepresented among foster children in SK

• Adults overrepresented in correctional services

• Homicide rate 6X higher



https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/412000012019001
https://www150.statcan.gc.ca/n1/en/catalogue/412000012019001


Aboriginal Peoples Survey (APS)

• Managed by StatsCan in consultation with Indigenous organizations

• Numerous demographic and socio-economic characteristics of 
children/youth and adults living off reserve

• Previous surveys are 1991, 2001, 2006, and 2011

• Data online starting with 2006 survey

http://www23.statcan.gc.ca/imdb/p2SV.pl?Function=getSurvey&Id=318572&dis=1


2017 APS Survey  

• Data released Nov. 2018

• APS response rate was 76% from approximately 24,000 

• Includes a Nunavut Inuit Supplement (NIS)

• APS-NIS response rate was 84.5%.



2017 APS and NIS 

• 3 data sets released:

• Off-reserve First Nations people entering the labour force

• Self-employment among Métis

• Harvesting and handicraft activities among Inuit



Library and Archives Canada Indigenous Heritage

• Indian Affairs Annual Reports 1864-1990

• Indian Affairs Record Group 10 

• Report of the Royal Commission on Aboriginal Peoples

https://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/aboriginal-heritage/Pages/introduction.aspx


https://fnigc.ca/fndc
https://fnigc.ca/fndc


First Nations Information Governance Centre

• First Nations-run organization that produces information about First Nations 
people living on reserve and in Northern communities

• Rooted in Traditional and Western understandings of health and well-being

• Three comprehensive survey reports published in last ten years



https://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_fnreees_national_report_2016_en_final_28072016_0.pdf
https://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_fnreees_national_report_2016_en_final_28072016_0.pdf


Highlights

• Provides a snapshot of the early experiences of children as they navigate the 
historic and ongoing  impacts of European colonization

• Intergenerational impacts include the legacy of residential schools, loss of 
traditional lands and self-determination

• Nearly 60% of children had at least one grandparent or great-grandparent who 
had attended residential school

• 39% of children lived in households with incomes of less than $20,000



• 90% of adults were the child’s biological parents; 75.0% were the 
child’s mother and 15.4% were the child’s father

• 21.3% of children received regular child care

• Approx. 33% of primary female and male caregivers had a First 
Nations language as their mother  tongue

• 81.1% of children have knowledge of a First Nations language, even if 
only a few words



https://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_rhs_phase_3_national_report_vol_1_en_final_web.pdf
https://fnigc.ca/sites/default/files/docs/fnigc_rhs_phase_3_national_report_vol_1_en_final_web.pdf


Highlights

• 75% of youth abstained from alcohol consumption in the previous year 
vs. 61% in Phase 2

• 10% of youth smoked daily vs. 20% in Phase 2 

• 47% employment rates is lower than the general Canadian population
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https://fnigc.ca/tags/power-data
https://fnigc.ca/tags/power-data


http://www.ahf.ca/publications/research-series
http://www.ahf.ca/publications/research-series


Other Resources

• National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation

• Hudson’s Bay Company Archives

• Think Tanks

https://nctr.ca/reports2.php
https://www.gov.mb.ca/chc/archives/hbca/
https://www.mcgill.ca/caps/files/caps/guide_canadianthinktanks.pdf


Thank You!

Michael.Shires@uregina.ca


