One Book One Province 2025
About One Book One Province
The Saskatchewan Library Association introduced One Book One Province Saskatchewan in 2017 to give the province’s residents an opportunity to engage with a shared experience around a book. Our aim is to create an experience that supports literacy, creates a reading culture, raises the profile of libraries and literacy organizations, and builds community engagement through a shared experience. Each year, the SLA selects a title by a Saskatchewan Author that builds awareness and understanding in topics such as diversity, reconciliation, or an aspect of our provincial history.
2025 Book Selection
The 2025 One Book One Province title is Bread & Water: Essays by dee Hobsbawn-Smith. The program will see libraries, book clubs, and individuals all across Saskatchewan join together in April 2025 to read this book and share discussions about the story.
[image: dee Hobsbawn-Smith looking out a window.]About the Author
Award-winning essayist, poet, fictionist, Red Seal chef, educator, and food writer dee Hobsbawn-Smith lives rurally on the remnants of her family’s farm west of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, in Treaty Six Territory, with her husband, the writer Dave Margoshes. An ex-restaurateur and longtime freelance journalist, she has written ten books in several genres, and recently completed a new essay collection and a new poetry collection. She’s served as Saskatchewan’s 10th Poet Laureate, as Saskatoon Public Library’s 35th Writer in Residence, as a mentor and editor, and as leader of Slow Food Calgary and then Slow Food Saskatoon. Called an educator “blessed with whimsy and precision,” she has taught thousands of adults and kids to cook.
Her most recent book is Among the Untamed, which received the 2024 Sask Book Awards’ Best Poetry Award. Her novel Danceland Diary was shortlisted for the 2023 Sask Book Awards Fiction Award and was a shortlisted finalist for the Glengarry Book Prize. Bread & Water: Essays, won Sask Book Awards’ 2022 Nonfiction Award, and Taste Canada’s Gold Medal for Culinary Narrative. Foodshed: An Edible Alberta Alphabet, won three international awards for its portrayal of the politics and challenges of small-scale sustainable growers.
In her spare time, dee gardens, grows orchids, cooks, quilts, writes, runs, reads, does crosswords, plays with her dog, and watches period movies and whodunnits. A lifelong learner, dee hopes to learn to play her guitar before she turns eighty.
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Our 2025 Events
· April 2 (7 pm): Saskatoon – SPL Alice Turner Library;
· April 7 (2 pm): Regina – Innovation Place Rotunda & hosted by Momentum Café (please register for this event here!);
· April 10 (7 pm): Humboldt – Reid-Thompson Public Library;
· April 12 (2 pm): Regina – Community Commons, RPL Central Branch (please register for this event here!);
· April 16 (6 pm): La Ronge – Alex Robertson Public Library;
· April 24 (2:30 pm): Rosetown Centennial Library;
· April 29 (7pm): North Battleford Library;
Join us at the Regina Public Library (RPL) Film Theatre to enjoy a film! Screenings will be held every Wednesday evening at 7PM throughout the month of April.
· April 2 – Babette’s Feast (Gabriel Axel, 1987, Denmark; G; 1h 43min)
· April 9 – Big Night (Campbell Scott, Stanley Tucci, 1996, USA; R; 1h 49min)
· April 16 – Tortilla Soup (Maria Ripoll, 2001, USA; PG; 1h 42min)
· April 23 – Julie & Julia (Nora Ephron, 2009, USA; PG; 2h 3min)
· April 30 – Parallel Mothers (Pedro Almodóvar, 2021, Spain, France & USA; 14A; 2h 3min)
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When chef and writer dee Hobsbawn-Smith left the city for rural life on a farm in Saskatchewan, she planned to replace cooking and teaching with poetry and prose. But—as begin the best stories—her next adventure didn’t quite work that way.

Food trickled into her poems, her essays, her fiction. And water poured into her property in both Saskatchewan and Calgary during two devastating floods.

Bread & Water uses lyrical prose to examine those two fundamental ingredients, and to probe the essential questions on how to live a life. Hobsbawn-Smith uses food to explore the hungers of the human soul: wilder hungers that loiter beyond cravings for love. She kneads themes of floods and place, grief and loss; the commonalities of refugees and Canadians through common tastes in food; cooking methods, grandmothers and mentors; the politics of local and sustainable food; parenting; male privilege in the restaurant world; and the challenges of aging gracefully.
It is an elegant collection that weaves joy into exploring the quotidian in search for larger meaning. [University of Regina Press]
Find the book in your region:
· Palliser Regional Library
· Chinook Regional Library
· Southeast Regional Library
· Regina Public Library
· Parkland Regional Library
· Wapiti Regional Library
· Wheatland Regional Library
· Pahkisimon Nuyeʔáh Library System
· Saskatoon Public Library
· John M. Cuelenaere Public Library
· Lakeland Library Region

Resources
2025 OBOP: Bread & water Study Guide
2025 OBOP Poster
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